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Ongoing Focus on the Implications of AI



Future Webinars
—Customer Journey & Evolution of Search
—AI Chat for Your Website
—Website “Optimization” for Language Models
—Continued Testing of Virtual Assistant
—and More 
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Ongoing Focus on the Inflation Reduction Act



What We’ll 
Discuss
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Overview of Net Metering Today

Net Metering 3.0 in California

How Net Metering 3.0 Has Changed Solar Marketing 
in California

What You Can Do to Prepare for Potential Net 
Metering Changes in Your State

Marketing Tactics for After Net Metering Is Cut
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OVERVIEW OF NET METERING



Where is Net Metering Available?
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YellowLite: "What Is Net Metering, 
And Which States Offer It? (As Of 
2023)"

● All states but 
TN and SD have 
some kind of 
net metering

● Available as net 
billing in CA, HI, 
UT, AZ

● Available thru 
utilities only in 
ID, TX



NET METERING 3.0 IN CALIFORNIA



Net Metering 3.0 at a Glance
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● Dec 2022 decision by California Public 
Utilities Commission

● Reduced export rate for new solar 
installations in California by about 
75% with time-of-use structure

● Locked in rates shifted from 20 years 
to 9 years + annual

● Went into effect Apr 15, 2023



What Were Homeowners Seeing Leading Up to Net Metering 3.0?
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What Our Marketing Data Shows About the NEM 3.0 Transition
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Google Trends data, “solar panels”, California only, previous 5 years



What Our Marketing Data Shows About the NEM 3.0 Transition
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Google Trends data, “net metering” (blue) vs. “tesla powerwall” (red), California only, 
previous 12 months



What Our Marketing Data Shows About the NEM 3.0 Transition

Energy Circle Webinar Series  |  November 1, 2023

Google Search Console data for an Energy Circle solar client in California, screenshot shows last 12 
months of organic website impressions



What Our Marketing Data Shows About the NEM 3.0 Transition
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Number of leads for an Energy Circle solar client in California, Jan 2022 - Oct 2023



Overall Market Impact Following the 
NEM 3.0 Transition
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PV Magazine: "Residential solar 
is getting crushed by high 
interest rates and regulatory 
changes"



Will Net Metering Changes 
Spread to Other States?
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Energy Wire: "State rooftop solar 
crackdowns cloud the industry’s future"



Will Net Metering 3.0 Spread to Other States?
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NC Clean Energy: "The 50 States 
of Solar: States Pursue Funding to 
Support Residential Solar in 
Low-Income and Disadvantaged 
Communities During Q3 2023"

“39 states [...] took 
some type of 
distributed solar 
policy action 
during Q3 2023 [...] 
with the greatest 
number of actions 
continuing to 
address net 
metering policies.“



PREPARING FOR THE DEMAND PEAK IF/WHEN NET 
METERING IS CUT IN YOUR STATE



Do’s and 
Don’ts

1

2

3

4

Be Prepared for Excess Demand Leading Up to 
Transition

Responsible Urgency in Your Messaging

Don’t Give Customers the Impression that Solar Won’t 
Be Worth It After Transition

Have a Plan in Place for After the Transition
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Messaging examples from Energy Circle Solar Clients
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7 SOLAR MARKETING TACTICS FOR AFTER NET 
METERING IS CUT



The 7 
Tactics
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Shift Emphasis on Solar + Batteries

Solar Incentives Messaging

Tell Your Brand Story

Specialization & Diversification Marketing

Sales Promotions

Income-Based Geo Targeting

Prep Episodic Marketing Campaigns 
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1. Emphasis on Solar + Batteries
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● Understand how you perform for solar 
battery related keywords and search 
results

● Content strategy focused on building up 
solar battery and solar + battery content 
and keywords

○ Service pages

○ Product Pages

○ Blogs

○ Videos

○ FAQs

● Reset and re-educate homeowners on 
ROI, benefits and value post any 
regulatory change confusion

*especially in electricity markets that have time-of-use or other peak demand charging 



2. Solar Incentives Messaging
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● Highlight other available solar incentives - 
solar tax credit, state tax exemptions, etc

● IRA rebates coming - bigger push for 
electrification which solar can be a part of 

● Local rebates, incentives and programs



3. Emphasis on Your Brand
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● Tell your brand value, mission, and 
story–what sets you apart

● Seek reviews and referrals (program)

● Highlight project images, drone videos, case 
studies, testimonials

● Showcase experience, expertise, credentials

● Use all Google Business Profile features



4. Specialization & Diversification Marketing
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● Protect and lean into any business 
specializations or credentials 

● Diversify and market new and expanding 
service offerings - maintenance, EV 
chargers, PPA/leasing, heat 
pumps/electrification, ground mounts, 
commercial, off-grid, carports, roofing, etc 



5. Sales Promotions
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● Pay attention to competitors discount / 
promotions on offer

● Promote limited-time 
discount/incentive offers to push via 
website and paid channels



6. Income-Based Geo Targeting 
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● Income-based geo targeting–zoom in on 
potential cash purchase customers

● Increase paid ad bids in focused zipcodes or 
geos

● Build out City pages

● Take stock and target local geo keywords

● Feature project case studies with city info



7. Prep Episodic Marketing Campaigns
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● Episodic campaigns at the ready to meet 
temporary spikes in solar/battery demand 
(i.e. heat waves, power outages, power grid 
issues, severe weather, etc)
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